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generally, about the taking of marine mam-
mals in ways that are inconsistent with sound
conservation practices.

Second, I have instructed the Department
of Commerce, in implementing the Marine
Mammal Protection Act, to withhold consid-
eration of any Canadian requests for waivers
to the existing moratorium on the importa-
tion of seals and/or seal products into the
United States.

Finally, the United States will continue to
urge Canada to reconsider its unilateral deci-
sion to authorize whaling on endangered
stocks and to authorize whaling outside the
IWC.

I believe the foregoing measures are more
appropriate in addressing the problem of Ca-
nadian whaling than the imposition of import
prohibitions at this time.

I have asked the Departments of Com-
merce and State to keep this situation under
close review.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 10, 1997.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on February 11.

Message to the Congress Reporting
Budget Rescissions and Deferrals
February 10, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Congressional

Budget and Impoundment Control Act of
1974, I herewith report nine proposed rescis-
sions of budgetary resources, totaling $397
million, and one revised deferral, totaling $7
million.

The proposed rescissions affect the De-
partments of Agriculture, Defense-Military,
Energy, Housing and Urban Development,
and Justice, and the General Services Admin-
istration. The deferral affects the Social Se-
curity Administration.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 10, 1997.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on February 11.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Cosponsors of
Campaign Finance Reform
Legislation and an Exchange With
Reporters
February 11, 1997

The President. In the State of the Union
Address I asked the Congress to pass biparti-
san campaign finance reform by July the
Fourth, and I pointed out that delay would
mean the death of reform, as it has in the
last several years. I am very pleased to wel-
come to the White House today this biparti-
san group of House Members who are now
all cosponsors of the Shays-Meehan legisla-
tion. They are coming together in a biparti-
san way to limit the influence of money in
our campaigns for Congress and in financing
the political parties and to level the playing
field.

And I feel very, very strongly that they
have done a good thing for our country. I
am supporting their efforts very strongly, and
I want to do whatever I can to work with
them to help this legislation pass.

As soon as I leave here I’m going up to
the Hill to a meeting of the bipartisan leader-
ship of Congress, to which the Speaker and
Senator Lott invited me after the State of
the Union. And this is one of the issues I
intend to raise there. I’m very encouraged
by what I’ve heard here today, and we’re de-
termined to go forward.

Mr. Vice President.

[At this point, the Vice President, Representa-
tive Chris Shays, and Representative Marty
Meehan made brief remarks.]

The President. Thank you all.
Q. Isn’t this blocking the barn after the

horse has gone?
The President. No. How can you say that?

There will be a whole set of new elections
up. There are elections in ’98; there are elec-
tions in 2000; there are elections in 2002.
I hope there will be elections 200 years from
now.

Q. Is this all a product of lessons learned
from the last campaign?

The President. No. Most of these people
have wanted to do this for many years. Keep
in mind, we had—in each of the last 4 years

VerDate 05-AUG-97 07:52 Aug 15, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\TEMP\P07FE4.011 pfrm09



177Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Feb. 11

we had a serious campaign finance reform
effort that died because of the parliamentary
procedures in the Senate which permit 40
plus 1 to block a vote and because we didn’t
have more of this. I think this is the most
important thing. The House is staking out
a position—these Members are—that they’re
going to try to reach not only across party
lines but across philosophical lines. I mean,
just look around this table here, and you’ll
see people who differ on a lot of substantive
issues but want to change the rules by which
they work in the public interest. That’s really,
to me, the most encouraging thing.

If you look around this table you see not
only party difference, you see people from
every region in our country, you see people
who are in various different positions on the
substance of most of the major issues facing
us. But they are united in wanting to change
the rules. And I think that there can be an
engine of bipartisan and grassroots reform
here that we have not seen before. People
have wanted to do this for a long time, but
I think they’ve got a chance to break through
the last dam and get the job done. And I’m
going to support them every way I can.

O.J. Simpson Civil Trial
Q. Mr. President, how disturbing is it to

you that black and white jurors and black and
white Americans in general viewed the same
evidence in the O.J. Simpson trial but came
generally to drastically different conclusions?

The President. Well, first of all, as to the
jury verdict, I have nothing to add to what
I said after the last jury verdict. We have
a system here in this country which I think
we should all respect. The only people who
heard all the evidence were the people who
were sitting in the jury box, in both cases.
And civil trials and criminal trials are very
different in different ways. So I have nothing
to add to that. I respect the jury verdict.

And in terms of the way Americans see
the world differently, generally based on
their race, that troubles me, and I spoke
about it at some length at the University of
Texas last year when we had the million man
march here in Washington, and I was down
there. I think the only answer to that is for

us to spend more time listening to each other
and try to put ourselves in each other’s shoes
and understand why we see the world in dif-
ferent ways and keep trying to overcome that.

I would say that even though it’s disturb-
ing, we have succeeded so far in managing
the world’s most multiethnic, diverse democ-
racy better than a lot of countries that are
smaller than we are with fewer differences
within them. And we just—this is a work
that’s never done—that our different atti-
tudes, our different viewpoints in some ways
are the great strength of America, but if
they’re too—if we’re too estranged, if the di-
vide is too great, then we can’t hold the coun-
try together. And we just have to keep work-
ing on it. And I intend to—I’ve worked on
it hard for 4 years; we’re talking about what
else we might do.

But in terms of the jury verdict, that’s the
system we have in America. It’s over as far
as I’m concerned. We need to get on with
other things. But we always need to be work-
ing to try to bridge these divides between
us.

Budget Negotiations

Q. Mr. President, what are you hoping to
achieve in the budget talks today? What are
you hoping to achieve in budget talks this
morning?

The President. The next step of what we
talked about—what I talked about at the
State of the Union. I think we have got an
enormous opportunity here to do great things
together, because I think there is a consensus
all across the country and among both parties
that we have a lot of great challenges, some
significant, indeed, unparalleled opportuni-
ties. And the whole system is kind of tending
toward movement instead of paralysis again.
And that’s a good thing for America. And I’m
going to do what I can to keep it going this
morning.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. in the Cabi-
net Room at the White House prior to a meeting
with bipartisan supporters of the ‘‘Campaign Re-
form Act of 1997.’’
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Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders
February 11, 1997

First, I want to thank Senator Lott for
hosting this. I thank the Speaker and Senator
Lott and the leadership for inviting us to
come down here and meet with the biparti-
san leadership today. I think it’s a very impor-
tant first step after the State of the Union
Address. It indicates we want to work to-
gether.

We’ll discuss a lot of issues, I’m sure. I
just want to emphasize, too, I think it’s im-
perative that we pass a bipartisan balanced
budget this year. And I think it’s imperative
that we find a way to work together on edu-
cation reform, and we’ll be talking about how
we can do that. There are many other things,
but I want to emphasize those two above all.

The reception that I received in Maryland
yesterday was a reception for the importance
of education standards and educational op-
portunity in America as we move into this
new century. And so I’m optimistic, I’m
hopeful, and I’m gratified to be invited to
be here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in the
President’s Bill Signing Room at the Capitol. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Executive Order 13035—Advisory
Committee on High-Performance
Computing and Communications,
Information Technology, and the
Next Generation Internet
February 11, 1997

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, including the High-
Performance Computing Act of 1991 (Public
Law 102–194) (‘‘Act’’), and in order to estab-
lish an advisory committee on high-perform-
ance computing and communications, Infor-
mation Technology, and the Next Generation
Internet, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment. There is estab-
lished the ‘‘Advisory Committee on High-
Performance Computing and Communica-
tions, Information Technology, and the Next

Generation Internet’’ (‘‘Committee’’). The
Committee shall consist of not more than 25
nonfederal members appointed by the Presi-
dent, including representatives of the re-
search, education, and library communities,
network providers, and representatives from
critical industries. The President shall des-
ignate co-chairs from among the members
of the Committee.

Sec. 2. Functions. The Committee shall
provide the National Science and Tech-
nology Council (NSTC), through the Direc-
tor of the Office of Science and Technology
Policy (‘‘Director’’), with advice and informa-
tion on high-performance computing and
communications, information technology,
and the Next Generation Internet. The Com-
mittee shall provide an independent assess-
ment of:

(1) progress made in implementing the
High-Performance Computing and Commu-
nications (HPCC) Program;

(2) progress in designing and implement-
ing the Next Generation Internet initiative;

(3) the need to revise the HPCC Program;
(4) balance among components of the

HPCC Program;
(5) whether the research and development

undertaken pursuant to the HPCC Program
is helping to maintain United States leader-
ship in advanced computing and communica-
tions technologies and their applications; and

(6) other issues as specified by the Direc-
tor.

Sec. 3. Administration. To the extent per-
mitted by law and subject to the availability
of appropriations, the Department of De-
fense shall provide the financial and adminis-
trative support for the Committee. Further,
the Director of the National Coordination
Office for Computing Information, and
Communications (‘‘Director of the NCO’’)
shall provide such coordination and technical
assistance to the Committee as the co-chairs
of the Committee may request.

(a) The heads of executive agencies shall,
to the extent permitted by law, provide to
the Committee such information as it may
require for the purpose of carrying out its
functions.

(b) The co-chairs may, from time to time,
invite experts to submit information to the
Committee and may form subcommittees or
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